
MI5, the Professor and the Scottish Referendum: Did 

they lean on my publisher to suppress my book? 

 

 

 

I know, that sounds crazy…..or does it? Am I paranoid? Not really. Ask my wife or any of my 

colleagues. They’d say I’m the opposite – regularly exploited without noticing, by 

manipulative psychopaths, or students as I like to call them. 

The first draft of my book (see below for free download) was submitted to Welsh Academic 

Press in late December 2014. It’s still not in print. Some of my Yes Campaign affiliates say – 

‘they’ve been got at!’ 

I’m not sure. I tend to favour the cock-up over the conspiracy theory. Maybe the editor’s 

mid-life crisis coincided with my book? When he (called in August 2014 to suggest I write 

the book, he sounded really keen. He said he’d been in Scotland supporting the Yes 

campaign. I never saw him, did you? I signed a no advance contract and got to work. My 

video, ‘The Biggest Lie’ was to exceed 100 000 views by Christmas, so I thought there would 

be a market for the book. I submitted a full draft in late December 2014. Then we began two 

months of modifications, by me, in response to requests from the editor, followed then by 

long periods of silence. Critically, I thought, there was no sign of advance marketing, even 

on the WAP website. There’s still nothing now.  In the period from January to March, I made 

some changes as requested. Then there was silence. I sent a stroppy reminder and was 

rewarded with an assurance that he hadn’t forgotten me but had been too busy in his role 



as a  School governor and tourist. Since then, I’ve sent two further short emails asking for 

progress, no reply. 

Here’s a possibility – the draft ‘needed a lot of work.’ It was kind of crap. Now I’m not vain 

about my writing style. I’ve said before, I’m a bean counter with a touch of Asperger’s 

charm who has to write stuff. 

So the WAP editor thinks the book is crap, can’t bear to hurt my feelings and hopes I’ll just 

lose interest? One day, just after I hand in notice of my retirement, I thought ‘Dash it all 

chaps why don’t I just give it away for nought and join Paul Mason’s post-capitalist sharing 

society?’  So, I did. Hardly anybody has downloaded it so far. Maybe Open Democracy can 

increase the number. I don’t know if it was suppressed but it was definitely delayed well 

beyond the peak of audience interest. Here’s the blurb for the book: 

‘Professor John Robertson, of University of the West of Scotland, provides a detailed 

account of the role the Scottish and UK media played in the Scottish Referendum Campaign. 

The book is based on his own research, which triggered a heated dispute with BBC Scotland, 

a summons to the Scottish Parliament and a storm of debate in social media. It also presents 

research by other academics and gives explanations for the findings from prominent 

theorists such as Noam Chomsky. Originally contracted to Welsh Academic Press in 

September 2014, the book is now released into the public domain after several infuriating 

delays and barriers of an inexplicable nature. This account of media bias in the coverage of 

the Scottish Referendum campaign goes beyond more journalistic impressions, from 

practitioners within the industry, to explain why it was so. It does this by revealing the true 

nature of influences on our media which are the result of unequal access to education and 

the interlocking of the resultant elites in finance, in ownership, in commercial directorships, 

in media directorships, in senior post-holders in journalism, in university leadership 

including professors, and, uniquely in Scotland, in the elites leading the Scottish and UK 

Labour parties.’ 

It’s at: 

https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/propagandascotlandreferend

um2014.pdf 

https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/propagandascotlandreferendum2014.pdf
https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/propagandascotlandreferendum2014.pdf


It is 170 pages long so take care with printing. I understand pdf format is Kindle-friendly. 

Did MI5 get at my publisher to slow things down? I know it may just be a cock-up. Am I 

important enough to suppress – NO says Mrs Professor.  Either way, pass it round. Change 

errors and typos yourself. 

Professor John Robertson, Ayr, August 26th 2015 

 


