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‘First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you 

win.’ Mahatma Gandhi 

‘One very common tactic for enforcing political orthodoxies is to malign the 

character, "style" and even mental health of those who challenge them.’ Noam 

Chomsky 

In August 2015, I wrote: 

 

‘Thought Control in Scotland’s Indymedia? Newsnet.scot, Wings over Scotland 

and Bella Caledonia along with several smaller online news agencies did much 

to help get the Yes vote up from 30% to 45% in only one year. They deserve a 

lot of credit. Much of my writing on the issue was published by Newsnet.scot 

including the report in January 2014 - Fairness in the first Year? – causing 

quite a stushie at the time. I owe them a lot and it was an honour to appear 

alongside high-quality journalism from Ponsonby, Bateman and the editor 

himself. However, over the last year or so, I’ve begun to notice that, as in the 

mainstream media, there are signs of the kind of filtering that Chomsky has 

observed, in areas of the Indymedia.’ 

The complete piece is at: 

https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/thoughtcontrolscotla

ndsindymedia.pdf 

It’s a pretty respectful piece of writing, I think you’ll agree, but pointing out a 

phenomenon that is of interest to us all. Here’s the Newsnet.scot editor’s response: 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mahatma_gandhi.html
https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/thoughtcontrolscotlandsindymedia.pdf
https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/thoughtcontrolscotlandsindymedia.pdf


 
Editor editor@newsnet.scot 
 
Hi John       Fri 02/10/2015 19:34 
 
I've been travelling on business, basically picking up my latest set of orders from 
the CIA at Langley. It's been a while and I need to know which anti-capitalist 
popular campaign I have to disrupt next, working from the inside of course. 
 
Sorry to hear you've been unwell. 
 
What have you got in mind for articles? Something on Newsnet muzzling dissent, 
being beholden to all of those corporate advertisers it doesn't have perhaps? 
Maybe an analysis of Derek's numerous contributions to the Daily Mail? 
 
You may think I'm making light of an episode I can only describe as bizarre, 
although to be fair Derek finds it very funny. 
 
M 
 

The Editor, above, has told me he wants to remain anonymous. I’ll respect that. 

However, the response above simply ridicules my ideas rather than engaging with 

them. I’m sure he does not wish to but he is now adopting the strategy common to 

mainstream, establishment commentators who are unable to rationally dispute 

criticisms and so mock the person and, often, question their sanity – ‘flak’. Chomsky 

has often been the subject of such attacks and in the above quote was referring to the 

same treatment dished out to the great Palestinian intellectual, Professor Edward Said, 

by Zionists in the US. I know, I’m not Chomsky or Said, but lesser mortals can be 

victims of the same treatment. 

 

What is factual in all of this is that the Newsnet.scot editor did not publish two papers I 

submitted after a period of publishing everything, around 30 items, I submitted to him. 

The papers published were all critiques of BBC Scotland’s News and Current Affairs 

Department. Many of these attracted some of the highest readerships (c 13 000) found 

on Newsnet.scot. Only the above-praised GA Ponsonby and Derek Bateman were likely 

to be so well read. 

 

mailto:editor@newsnet.scot


This, I’ll admit, led me to think I had a special relationship with Newsnet.scot. 

However, two pieces which I submitted in the Summer of 2015 were not published 

despite being the result of considerable effort on my part. Their rejection was not 

direct but rather the result of delaying tactics and in the case of one a very revealing 

reason which reinforces the Chomskyan view of journalists.  

 

The first paper rejected was on the mainstream media coverage of a planned rail strike 

by the RMT. It had nothing to do with Scottish independence but then Newsnet.scot 

aspires to be more than a one-trick pony and reports on wider issues. Now, I thought 

the paper revealed something very interesting about the limited effects of media bias 

in some contexts. It’s at: http://thoughtcontrolscotland.com/2015/06/23/media-

propaganda-in-the-uk-fails-to-fool-all-of-the-people-evidence-from-online-responses-

to-news-reports-criticizing-the-rmt-in-may-2015/ 

 

The second paper was a review of a BBC documentary of fracking in Scotland. In this I 

concluded that because of its skilful subtlety and apparent reasonableness, not to 

mention its affable presenter, the documentary had been amongst the most effective 

pieces of propaganda I had seen. It’s at: 

https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/i-feel-the-earth-move-

under-my-feet.pdf 

 

Now, of course, I don’t know exactly why these two thoroughly researched papers 

were not published but I can, on the evidence, make a reasonable guess. Neither fitted 

with the editorial preferences for direct but not too left-wing critiques of BBC Scotland 

and then, only for certain elements of the latter body of journalists. Without naming 

names, though I could, Newsnet.scot’s team of journalists have history with those 

currently at the BBC. It was clearly OK for me to attack some but not others. I was 

often confused. With particular regard to the critique of the fracking documentary, 

which I worked hard on, I was told specifically, that its presenter was a younger 

member of staff who needed protected and not attacked. My efforts, it seemed, had 

to be sacrificed for this. Now, this is personal and thus comparable with the kind of 

practice common in the mainstream media. 

http://thoughtcontrolscotland.com/2015/06/23/media-propaganda-in-the-uk-fails-to-fool-all-of-the-people-evidence-from-online-responses-to-news-reports-criticizing-the-rmt-in-may-2015/
http://thoughtcontrolscotland.com/2015/06/23/media-propaganda-in-the-uk-fails-to-fool-all-of-the-people-evidence-from-online-responses-to-news-reports-criticizing-the-rmt-in-may-2015/
http://thoughtcontrolscotland.com/2015/06/23/media-propaganda-in-the-uk-fails-to-fool-all-of-the-people-evidence-from-online-responses-to-news-reports-criticizing-the-rmt-in-may-2015/
https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/i-feel-the-earth-move-under-my-feet.pdf
https://thoughtcontrolscotland.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/i-feel-the-earth-move-under-my-feet.pdf


I’m not saying that they’re bad people, but with me, their first reaction to critique is to 

use the kind of flak familiar to students of the Propaganda Model. It’s saddening. 

 

Professor John Robertson, 3rd October 2015 

 


