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Professor Rumpledkiltsmann 

Professor Gayle McPherson of the University of the West of Scotland, in Paisley, has just 

announced three new MA degrees in partnership with the Centre for Cultural Diplomacy 

Studies of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (ICD) in Berlin.  

 

Professor McPherson at the launch of the partnership in Berlin 

 



The ICD has an ‘interesting’ history which, unfortunately, may cast serious doubt on its 

suitability for partnership with a respectable publically-funded Scottish university. UWS is 

the result of a merger of the respected and much loved, Paisley, Craigie and Bell colleges. 

More on the ICD below but first a brief examination of the attempts of UWS, under new 

management, to develop its ‘global outreach’ and to generate income additional to that 

which it derives from Scottish students, making up most of its income. 

The Glasgow Herald newspaper has been a regular critic of new UWS Principal, Tasmanian, 

Craig Mahoney, on issues ranging from his suggestion of refunding overseas students who 

fail, to employing his partner, to launching alleged ‘vanity projects’ such as a London 

Campus and to his global travel in pursuit of the University’s internationalisation strategy. 

The Herald is clearly enjoying this game off year-round ‘hunt  the gowk’. The reasons for this 

quite disturbing ‘persecution’ of a public figure are unclear. Perhaps Mahoney’s 

announcements have rankled with politicians who enjoy influence in the Scottish media. 

Mahoney’s recent trip to the Seychelles drew particular attention but contacts in UWS have 

alleged much wider travel by senior staff, including to Alaska. To the writer’s knowledge, 

UWS currently has no Inuit or other Alaskan students. Students from the Seychelles will of 

course benefit from the University’s current Hamilton Campus (due to close) which is in 

tolerable, though challenging, walking distance from Coatbridge’s tropical aquatic centre, 

the Time Capsule. For serious students of media harassment, here are the links to Professor 

Mahoney’s media misery: 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13199258.A_first__Scots_university_plans_fees_ref

und_for_UK__overseas_students_who_fail/ 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13204747.Scottish_University_under_fire_after_Pri

ncipal_s_girlfriend_given_consultancy_job/ 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13792038.Scottish_university_s_London_campus_is

__quot_vanity_project_quot_/ 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/14242636.University_principal_in_row_over_Seyc

helles_trip/ 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13199258.A_first__Scots_university_plans_fees_refund_for_UK__overseas_students_who_fail/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13199258.A_first__Scots_university_plans_fees_refund_for_UK__overseas_students_who_fail/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13204747.Scottish_University_under_fire_after_Principal_s_girlfriend_given_consultancy_job/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13204747.Scottish_University_under_fire_after_Principal_s_girlfriend_given_consultancy_job/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13792038.Scottish_university_s_London_campus_is__quot_vanity_project_quot_/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13792038.Scottish_university_s_London_campus_is__quot_vanity_project_quot_/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/14242636.University_principal_in_row_over_Seychelles_trip/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/14242636.University_principal_in_row_over_Seychelles_trip/


It would be unfair to suggest that Principal Mahoney is, by himself, draining the UWS travel 

budget. Again, contacts in UWS have alleged extensive, internally funded (by the taxpayer) 

travel by several staff, sometimes in groups, to amongst several glamorous locations, 

Toronto, California, Berlin, Chicago, Finland, Kuala Lumpur and China. Trips to Toronto’s 

Harris Institute have been, allegedly, regular over ten or more years, with a group of five 

recently enjoying a roof-top swimming pool and foolishly tweeting of ‘hide and seek’ games 

in each other’s rooms. The latter jape was to allegedly have angered some of the minimum-

wage catering staff on the run-down Hamilton Campus. UWS has currently, I am informed, 

one, two or perhaps no Canadian students. Attempts to recruit members of the Lakota Sioux 

tribe resulted in a major embarrassment for UWS. Suggestions that Principal Mahoney had 

been scalped are of course ridiculous and disputed by the university. Principal Mahoney 

does admit to having a wounded knee. Former Cumnock midwife, Vice Principal Martin, 

keeps an eye on Mahoney’s knee. 

   

Principal Mahoney and Vice-Principal Martin 

 

Plans for a Berlin Campus have been developing for some time. One member of staff old 

enough to remember the Cold War, retired Professor and Jeremy Corbyn look-a-like, John 

Robertson, protested the planned links with the ICD in Berlin. Robertson suggested that 

based on Wikipedia’s rejection of the ICD and his own viewing of the film classic, The Thin 

Man, that the ICD was a CIA/NATO-funded, shell organisation, dedicated to Southern Baptist 

Zionism and to cultural propaganda against atheist Russia. Though interesting, these 

allegations are of little interest to anyone, coming of age, after the Cold War and in the 

period of Liberal Capitalism’s triumph over Communism, in Berlin, in 1989 (See Francis 

Fukuyama’s ‘End of History’). 



Wikipedia is, however, cool for young research cats, so why did the mighty Wikipedia reject 

the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy, in Berlin? We’ll see but first what is Cultural Diplomacy? 

This from the often under-rated Wikipedia: 

‘First and foremost, cultural diplomacy is a demonstration of national power because it 

demonstrates to foreign audiences every aspect of culture, including wealth, scientific and 

technological advances, competitiveness in everything from sports and industry to military 

power, and a nation's overall confidence.[17] The perception of power obviously has 

important implications for a nation's ability to ensure its security. Furthermore, because 

cultural diplomacy includes political and ideological arguments, and uses the language of 

persuasion and advocacy, it can be used as an instrument of political warfare and be useful 

in achieving traditional goals of war.’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_diplomacy#Link_to_National_Security 

The ICD is in Berlin, the home of much US/NATO propaganda activity throughout the Cold 

War from 1945 to 1989 and since. The ICD claims, however, much more benevolent 

intentions, witness: 

“The ICD´s ultimate goal is to promote global peace and stability by strengthening and 

supporting intercultural relations at all levels.” 

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/index.php?en_abouticd 

So, what is Wikipedia’s beef, then? Go to the Wikipedia homepage and search for the Centre 

for Cultural Diplomacy Studies or for the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy. According to 

Wikipedia, they don’t exist. Try anything else you know to be real and of substance. It’s 

there. Why is this important? Well it’s almost impossible for Wikipedia to refuse any 

organisation an entry but they have for these two. If you use this archived link, you’ll get the 

whole controversial debate: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Articles_for_deletion/Institute_for_Cultural_Diplo

macy 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_diplomacy#cite_note-17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_diplomacy#Link_to_National_Security
http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/index.php?en_abouticd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Articles_for_deletion/Institute_for_Cultural_Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Articles_for_deletion/Institute_for_Cultural_Diplomacy


Here it is in summary: 

Conflict with Wikipedia over actual notability of the ICD. ICD staff attempt to turn Wiki 

entry into advertising. Wikipedia delete ICD in 2013. Still deleted in 2015. Extracts:  

The result was delete. Most of the editors commenting below indicated that the sourcing 

was not sufficient to establish notability, and even after trying to fix the problems with the 

article, didn't feel they had succeeded. 

Past claims to links with high level groups such as US Department of State, the British 

Council and the European Union have all proved invalid 

There has been and remains an excessive level of self-referencing upon claims which come 

from the organisation. The most recent edits with additions add to the promotional nature. 

There has also been a habit of presenting supposed upcoming events on the page - and then 

the events have no source as ever having occurred, leaving the page in a most misleading 

form. 

I do not agree that there are PLENTY of sources: I couldn't find a single entry on Google 

Books that does more than mention the ICD once, in passing. At least 80 per cent of news 

references read like press releases; then there are a few short interviews. I haven't found 

any in-depth articles from serious political media. What is demonstrated by these 

references is that they exist and organize talks and receptions. 

Something feels weird about all this to me. How is it possible that they've been involved 

with all these high profile people without attaining some degree of notability? Why do we 

have to work so hard to find even a passing reference to it? It makes me wonder if there 

isn't some elaborate con going on here that I just haven't caught on to. (For example, 

Perhaps ICD is managing to attach its name to conferences it's not really responsible for?) In 

any case, I guess it doesn't matter why there are no third party sources that establish 

notability, just that there aren't.  

The full text at the above url link is well-worth reading. I cannot believe UWS would consider 

links with this patently uncertain outfit. To be denied a Wikipedia presence is massively 

damning for any organisation and raises real concerns about their nature.  



And there is more. For evidence of ICD’s allegedly ‘Scientology-like’ behaviour, see this from 

copyrighteous: 

‘A month ago, Mark Donfried from the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (ICD) — an 

organization dedicated to promoting open dialogue — sent me this letter threatening me 

with legal action because of contributions I’ve made to Wikipedia. Yesterday, he sent 

me this followup threat.’ 

You can still click on the links above to see the original exchanges and the whole thing is at: 

https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/the-institute-for-cultural-diplomacy-and-wikipedia 

Other similar discussions can be found at: 

https://tagteam.harvard.edu/hub_feeds/4/feed_items/146413 

https://www.techdirt.com/blog/?company=institute+for+cultural+diplomacy 

There’s even more on this if you search. What do you think? Should a Scottish University, 

funded by the taxpayer and benefiting from its status as a charity, be associating with an 

organisation rejected by the mighty Wikipedia? Have a look at the Harris Institute in lovely 

Toronto, too, and ask the same question. It’s your money, remember. 

 

  

Mark C Donfried, Executive Director and founder of ICD finishes one of ICD’s legendary lectures with a 

rendition of ‘Don’t leave me this way.’ Mark’s father Dr Karl, is faculty member at ICD. Both men are Harvard 

Divinity graduates and renowned theologians. UWS Professor McPherson is on the board of the ICD’s 

‘academy’ at http://www.ccds-berlin.de/index.php?en_ccds-faculty 

 

To finish, let’s return to Professor McPherson and her partner, Executive Dean and Vice-

Principal Malcolm Foley. Commentators have argued that things began to get a little strange 

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/
https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/extra/donfried_email-20130226.html
https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/extra/donfried_email-20130226.html
https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/extra/donfried_email-20130326.html
https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/the-institute-for-cultural-diplomacy-and-wikipedia
https://tagteam.harvard.edu/hub_feeds/4/feed_items/146413
https://www.techdirt.com/blog/?company=institute+for+cultural+diplomacy
http://www.ccds-berlin.de/index.php?en_ccds-faculty


after UWS Principal and former Glasgow Caledonian University (GCU) Business School head, 

Seamus McDaid required a recruitment company to head-hunt the GCU Business School 

head Malcolm Foley as Dean of Business and Cultural Industries. Soon after Foley’s partner 

and GCU Business School head, Gayle McPherson, came to UWS as Professor of Events 

Management. Senior staff at ‘T in the Park’ allegedly applauded the university’s recognition, 

often not given in other universities, of the high intellectual demands, even Foucauldian 

ones, on events managers. Soon after that, a ‘flood’ of former GCU staff and graduates was 

to arrive in UWS. Any student of physics will understand why this resulted in several 

departures by well-known Business professors including the national treasure that is Mike 

‘Ted’ Danson. Mike was to become the image for Ted Danson’s new role in Fargo. 

 

       

Mike in his role as ‘Saul Berenson’ in Homeland, Ted adopting a hard-learned Mike-face in Fargo and Professor 

Malcolm ‘Malfolio’ Foley in his trademark ‘man-spread’ pose observing the parade of graduands in Ayr town 

Hall. 

 

The departure of Mike and others was to result in UWS achieving a ‘meh’ score in the 

subsequent national research assessment exercise (REF). The arrival of three expensive 

former GCU professors in the associated School of Cultural Industries was, fortunately, to 

have no effect whatsoever on that school’s previous ‘not bad for a wee yin’ research 

performance in 2008. Some have, allegedly and rather cruelly to my mind, described the 

Glasgow Caledonian University refugees as creating a kind of ‘calcification’ of UWS. Serious 

students of the effects of personal networks within organisations might like to read this: 

  

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/union-accuses-west-of-scotland-of-keeping-

appointments-in-the-family/414523.article 

 

Abschied liber Leser! 

Johann Rumpledkiltsmann, 4th Februar, 2016 
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